Sociological theory
Which of the following statements best
describes the purpose of sociological theory?
a) to identify social patterns that are generally
obvious
b) to link social phenomena into an explanation
of social behavior
c) to show that we can never predict the future
d) to disrupt the operation of society

Empirical Case

These spikes were installed to prevent homeless persons from sleeping under
this bridge in Guangdong, China. However, this type of architectural design does
not only happen in China. Recently a church in San Francisco, California, in an
effort to prevent homeless persons from sleeping in their doorways, installed a
water system such that, intermittently during the night, water comes out of the
ceiling in the doorways and drenches anyone underneath.

Sociological theory
Sociological theories can provide insights into this
social phenomenon. Which theory matches each
provided explanation below (functionalism,
conflict, or symbolic interactionism)?
a) These spikes were installed because the rich do not want to be
bothered by homeless people, even though their policies and greed
have created the problem of homelessness. This is an example of
the exploitation of the poor.
b) The spikes help ensure our public spaces are kept pristine. They
divert the homeless from streets and from under bridges to
shelters.
c) Our society labels homeless people as "addicts," "alcoholics," and
"mentally ill." These labels stigmatize homeless persons and paint
them as undeserving. These labels can cause individuals to treat
homeless people without dignity and may also cause homeless
persons to internalize a lack of self-worth.

Sociological theory
Which of the following are agents of socialization
through which someone might learn and internalize
stereotypes about homeless people? Select the
best answer.

a)
b)
c)
d)
e)

Parents/guardians
Peers
Mass media
Parents/guardians and peers
Parents/guardians, peers, and mass media

Empirical Case

Police officers evicted individuals from a "homeless camp"
under a railroad bridge in downtown Indianapolis, Indiana.
In this picture police are arresting those individuals who refused
to leave.

Sociological theory
There are many approaches sociologists could take
to studying this social phenomenon. Which
theory matches each of the provided approaches
(functionalism, conflict, or symbolic interactionism)?

a) A researcher studies the social encounter between the
individuals present: what they say, how they act, how
they react, how they fulfill certain roles, etc.
b) A researcher studies the role of law enforcement in
maintaining social order in a society, as well as the role
homelessness plays in maintaining social order.
c) A researcher studies the social inequalities relating to
housing, class, and the criminal justice system that led to
this situation.

Sociological theory
Which way of thinking about homelessness
best illustrates using one's sociological imagination?
a) Joe, who is a homeless individual, needs to
turn his life around so that he will not be homeless anymore.
b) People end up homeless because they have genetic
predispositions or biological disorders for things like
schizophrenia, depression, etc.
c) Individuals become homeless for various reasons, such as no
longer being able to afford their rent or mortgage. We can solve
homelessness by addressing these issues, one person at a time.
d) Joe may have slept under a bridge last night, but so did over
three million other Americans. Issues like unemployment, low
wages, lack of quality affordable health care, discrimination, and
domestic violence are factors that cause homelessness and need
to be addressed if we are to address homelessness.

Empirical Case

This New York City restaurant, dell'Anima, has bar seats in which
customers can see into the open kitchen.

Sociological theory
Look at the following questions, then name the
theorist that would be most likely to ask each
question (Marx, Durkheim, Weber, or Goffman).
a)

How does the restaurant function and relate to the economic, political, and
social systems? In what ways might division of labor, which created the
occupation of chef, create interdependence and thus social integration?
b) In what ways are the workers alienated from their labor? Who owns their labor
power? The restaurant has an open kitchen in order to provide entertainment for
customers, but this requires the workers to be in a constant state of performance
rather than being in touch with their species being. How does the system of
competition among restaurants all aiming to lure customers in so that the owner
of the restaurant can make a profit dehumanize its workers?
c) How does the performance of culinary staff at this restaurant, where because of
an open kitchen their main audience is customers, differ from the restaurant
next door, where there is a closed kitchen? In this restaurant, how does the
culinary staff interact with the customers and vice versa?

